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HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDERS MEETING

Bringing together funders

for healthier people, environments, and communities
November 27-29, 2007

Airlie Center, Warrenton, Virginia
AGENDA

Draft 11/05/07

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Arrivals at Airlie
6:00
Dinner in Airlie dining room
7:30
Special funders’ preview of “The Story of Stuff” followed by conversation with Story of Stuff star (and Sustainability Funders coordinator) Annie Leonard

** Jefferson Room **

8:30 on  (Optional) socializing in the Whistling Swan Pub

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

All events in the Jefferson Room unless noted otherwise.
7:30 

Breakfast in Airlie Dining Room
9:00-9:30
Welcome/Introductions

· Welcomes:  HEFN Co-Chairs Anita Nager (Beldon Fund) and

Marni Rosen (Jenifer Altman Foundation)

· HEFN Coordinator’s Report:  Kathy Sessions
9:30-11:00 
Funding in Place:  Regional Roundup
We’ll share reports from investments and work in various communities, states and regions, with time for discussion about learning lessons, transporting models, and building synergies across places.  

11:00-11:15
Break
11:15-12:15
Emerging Science: The New Prevention Paradigm


Presentation and discussion facilitation by Pete Myers, Jenifer Altman Foundation / Environmental Health Science.

We’ll hear an overview of major messages from cutting-edge environmental health science, and talk about science on the horizon.
12:30-1:30
Luncheon Keynote:  Sandra Steingraber, ecologist and author, 



Living Downstream and Having Faith


** East Room ** 
1:45 – 2:00
Public Opinion on Environment and Health
Presentation by Caitlin Murphy, Lake Research

2:00–3:45
Focus on Women’s Health and Environment:  

Facilitation by Sophia Kolehmainen, Cedar Tree Foundation, and Mary Tyler Johnson, Johnson Family Foundation.

Presentation by Susan Wefald, The Ms. Foundation for Women.
We’ll delve into the growing women’s environmental health movement as a case study of building alliances to protect health.  This emerging issue is at the crossroads of work on environmental health, reproductive health and rights, women’s cancers, healthy mothers and babies, environmental justice, health disparities, and others.  
3:45 – 4:00
Break
4:00 - 5:30
Lessons learned from the environmental justice movement 


about civic engagement and building political power



Facilitation by Heeten Kalan, New World & Panta Rhea Foundations.  


Presentations by:
· Susana Almanza, People Organized to Defend the Earth and her Resources (PODER), East Austin, Texas 
· Robby Rodriguez, Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP), Albuquerque, New Mexico 

We’ll hear from community-grounded leaders doing civic engagement work on environmental health and environmental justice, building and broadening a political base and political power to tackle environmental threats to health and community well-being.  We’ll explore in discussion the opportunities and challenges in base-building civic engagement. 

5:15–6:30
Free time
6:30

Dinner keynote:  Vivian Chang, Asian Pacific Environmental 



Network.  Introduction by Michelle DePass, Ford Foundation 
** East Room ** 
7:30 on
(Optional) socializing in the Whistling Swan Pub
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
All events in the Jefferson Room unless noted otherwise.
7:30–8:30
Breakfast in Airlie Dining Room



(Ad hoc breakfast tabke for funders interested in women’s health and 



environment – Airlie Dining Room)
9:00-10:30
Moving Chemicals Policy 


Facilitated by Anita Nager, Beldon Fund.  Presentations by:  

· Daryl Ditz, Center for International Environmental Law

· Sarah Doll, States Alliance for Federal Chemicals Policy Reform

· Andy Igrejas, National Environmental Trust
We’ll talk about new movement in Congress on chemicals policy reform, what’s happening in the US states, what’s happening in Europe and internationally, and critical connections among these levels of policy work.   What can we do to bring federal chemicals policy reform goals to fruition?  How do we think about work in states, or on single chemical bans, in relation to comprehensive policy reforms federally?   Another rich topic for discussion:  where do chemical policy reform efforts align – or not – with the policy interests of communities living with legacies of contamination?

10:30–10:45
Break
10:45–11:45
Moving Markets
Presentation and discussion facilitation by Gary Cohen, John Merck Fund

Funders are supporting work in at least three tracks to leverage market forces towards healthier products, materials, and jobs:
· Market campaigns are pushing industry sectors and leaders to replace hazards with safer alternatives and to engage in an environmental health policy agenda. 
· Spurred by policy reform advocacy, municipalities (like hospitals, schools, municipal government agencies) and other institutional purchasers) are leveraging their purchasing power to create markets for safer products  
·  Community-based leaders and market strategists alike are exploring opportunities to create healthier jobs and new market opportunities around greener chemicals and healthier materials.  

Gary Cohen will open this hour-long segment with an overview of these “moving markets” tracks.  He will offer discussion starters about where these tracks of market-related philanthropy are coming together or could be, and facilitate funder discussion.

12:00-1:00
Lunch:  Terrence Collins, green chemist and Thomas Lord Professor 

of Chemistry, Carnegie Mellon University.  Introduction by Diane Ives, Kendeda Fund

** The Smokehouse**
1:00-2:30
Building Healthy Economies:  Green Chemistry, Safer Materials, and Economic Development

Facilitated by Ellen Dorsey, Heinz Endowments.  Presentations by:

· Michael Belliveau, Environmental Health Strategy Center

· Van Jones, Ella Baker Center
We’ll explore grantmaking strategies to build economic and workforce development around green chemistry and safer materials, drawing on 2007 scoping work done by HEFN Catalyst funders.    We’ll consider roles for funders in supporting shifts towards greener chemicals and materials, even (or especially) for those who don’t fund basic science.  Where is the growing “green economic development” bandwagon in sync with, disconnected from, environmental health and justice?  We’ll discuss opportunities to promote a green and healthy economy, and to align with related philanthropic interests in local and sustainable economies.
2:30-3:15
California Dreaming 
Facilitated by Beto Bedolfe, Marisla Foundation, and Arlene Rodriguez, San Francisco Foundation.

The Golden State is often “Innovation (and sometimes Controversy) Central,” including in policy, market, civic engagement, environmental justice, and engagement of health professionals.  Leaders of the October 2007 HEFN-CA Convening will share a report including areas for potential collaboration among funders in CA and elsewhere.  
3:15-4:30
Moving Forward:  Priorities, Collaborations, Commitments

We’ll reconvene for a final discussion about shared priorities for healthier people, ecosystems, and communities.  We’ll identify key areas for funder collaboration, discuss new commitments, and conclude with meeting takeaways.
4:30

Adjourn
Please direct questions or comments to hefn@hefn.org.



Health and Environmental Funders Network (HEFN)

4805 St. Elmo Avenue, Second Floor, Bethesda, MD  20814
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