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The Kid-Safe Chemicals Act:

 Protecting the Most Vulnerable
On May 20th, 2008, Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Representative Hilda Solis (D-CA) and Representative Henry Waxman (D-CA) introduced the Kid-Safe Chemicals Act (H.R.6100/S.3040). The legislation would overhaul the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) to protect our most vulnerable populations from harmful chemicals and improve EPA’s ability to safeguard public health and the environment. It does this by:

· generating new scientific data,
· using new scientific tools,
· establishing clear legal authority, and 
· most importantly, prioritizing the protection of children.
Problem: There is no publically available health and safety information for the vast majority of chemicals. Government, industry, and even consumers are often in the dark when trying to identify problem chemicals or use safer ones.
 

· Solution: The Kid-Safe Chemicals Act specifies the minimum health and safety information that must be generated for all chemicals (Sec. 506). It requires that information be turned over to the government and makes more of it available for businesses, scientists, and the public (Sec 512 and 513). 
Problem: Even where there is information that suggests a chemical is harmful, the EPA faces formidable legal and administrative barriers before taking action to protect public health and the environment.
 Since TSCA was enacted 32 years ago, only 8 chemicals have been banned under its authority.
 

· Solution: The Kid-Safe Chemicals Act puts the burden of proof on chemical manufacturers to demonstrate that their chemicals are safe for the most vulnerable sub-population – usually children (Sec 504). Chemicals that cannot meet this standard are banned, though individual uses may be allowed if they can be shown to meet the safety standard (Sec 507). 
Problem: The EPA doesn’t have a clear picture of what chemicals Americans are exposed to and in what concentrations. It makes assumptions about exposure – or relies on industry information- that can be inaccurate.

· Solution: The Kid-Safe Chemicals Act uses bio-monitoring – the science of detecting chemicals in human blood, tissue, and urine – to inform EPA’s work (Sec. 506 (d)). Since 2000, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has conducted a national bio-monitoring program that has shown that the majority of Americans are carrying multiple industrial chemicals in their bodies.
 The legislation explicitly links EPA’s work to this program to take some of the guesswork out of human health risk assessment. 
Problem: With limited information, the government often prioritizes chemicals based on informal criteria, like media attention, that may not reflect the most urgent threats. 
· Solution: The Kid-Safe Chemicals Act prioritizes chemicals that children are exposed to prenatally. Under the bill the CDC will analyze umbilical cord blood for any hazardous chemicals that have been detected in other bio-monitoring studies. Any chemicals found in the cord blood are fast-tracked for removal from the market, though the EPA Administrator can allow them to remain if their safety can be demonstrated (Sec. 505). 
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